


What US and
International Law Say

Article 147 of the Fourth Geneva Con-
vention deems the “extensive destruc-
tion and appropriation of property 
carried out unlawfully and wantonly” 
as a war crime

The sale of Caterpillar bulldozers to 
the Israeli military is subject to the US 
Arms Export Control Act, which pro-
hibits the use of US made machinery 
or weapons against a civilian popula-
tion.

What The US Campaign 
is Doing

In 2005 the US Campaign to End 
the Israeli Occupation voted to make 
the Caterpillar campaign one of its 
national priorities.

What You Can Do

*Learn more about Caterpillar’s role 
in the Occupied Territories.

*Write to CAT management and your 
local CAT dealer demanding an end 
of bulldozer sales to Israel.

* Urge your Congressional represen-
tatives to seek an investigation of 
Israeli and CAT violations of the Arms 
Export Control Act

*Join nationwide activities
against Caterpillar

In the Gaza Strip, a 38-year-old par-
alyzed man died when his home 
was bulldozed despite pleas from his 
mother and sister that he had been 
unable to get out. In a similar incident 
in 2004, an elderly man was found 
crushed to death in the rubble of his 
family’s bulldozed home.

In 2002 Rachel Corrie, a 23-year-old 
American peace activist was killed 
with a Caterpillar bulldozer as she 
tried to protect a Palestinian home 
from demolition.

Is Caterpillar Responsible?

United Nations guidelines on the 
responsibilities of multinational corpo-
rations state that companies should 
not “engage in or benefit from” viola-
tions of international human rights or 
humanitarian law.”4

Caterpillar’s own corporate code of 
conduct declares: “our commitment 
to financial success must also take 
into account social, economic, politi-
cal, and environmental priorities. How-
ever, Caterpillar executives assert that 
the company has “neither the legal 
right nor the ability to monitor” the 
way customers use its products.4
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For information and links 
to key partners in the CAT 
Campaign, go to the US 
Campaign’s CAT Page:
http://www.endtheoccupation.org/
article.php?list=type&type=29

End Notes

1.”http://www.btselem.org/Download/
200101_Civilians_Under_Siege_Eng.doc

2. See “Israel: Caterpillar Should 
Suspend Bulldozer Sales” http://
hrw.org/english/docs/2004/11/
22/isrlpa9711.htm and “Razing Rafah: 
Mass Home Demolitions in the Gaza 
Strip” http://hrw.org/reports/2004/
rafah1004/index.htm 

3. Yediot Aharonot, May 31, 2002. 
Translation from
http://gush-shalom.org/archives/
kurdi_eng.html.

4. “Norms on the responsibilities of 
transnational corporations and other 
business enterprises with regard to 
human rights” - 
http://www.unhchr.ch/huridocda/
h u r i d o c a . n s f / ( S y m b o l ) /
E.CN.4.Sub.2.2003.12.Rev.2.En? 
Opendocument

5.http://www.cat.com/
cdacomponents/securedFile/
displaySecuredFileServletJSP?fileId= 
89709&languageId=
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